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SÉMINAIRE

BACKLASH AND CULTURE
WARS: A POLITICAL-
ECONOMY MODEL

10 mars 2026
Lemma - 4 rue Blaise Desgoffe,
75006 Paris. Salle Maurice Desplas

The next LEMMA seminar will host Alessandro RIBONI (Ecole Polytechnique).

 Alessandro RIBONI will present "The Median Voter and Sincere Voting", en collaboration avec Gregorio Curello and Bruno
Strulovici.

Abstract : Over recent decades, societies have gradually moved toward more progressive values.  At the same time, cultural
conflict has intensified and politics has centered increasingly on cultural issues.  This paper studies how political and social
outcomes interact. Individuals choose their level of cultural tolerance, and parties choose positions on cultural and economic
dimensions. The paper examines how—and at what threshold—the shift toward progressive values can trigger intolerance,
backlash and political realignment from economics to culture, and how these dynamics reinforce one another: intolerance raises
the likelihood of minority-preferred cultural policies,  which amplifies intolerance, generating a “culture-war" spiral.
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