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CURRENT LEGAL ISSUES

SNATCHING DEFEAT FROM
THE JAWS OF VICTORY: THE
2022 US MIDTERM
ELECTIONS AND THE
IMMEDIATE FUTURE OF
NATIONAL POLITICS IN THE
UNITED STATES

17 février 2023
Campus de Melun - Amphi Reine Blanche

Historical trends, economic uncertainty and Joe Biden’s eroding popularity had led many pollsters and observers of the
American political system to announce a red wave (a large Republican victory) during the midterm elections of 2022. If,
technically, it can be said that Republicans won the midterms (they gained eight seats in Congress), the reality is that there was
certainly no red wave and Joe Biden could easily be described as the night’s biggest winner. As the 2024 presidential election is
now around the corner, this conference will analyse the results of the last midterm elections to try to understand where the
American electorate is at these days and how strong the two parties but also the different (potential) candidates for 2024 are.
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Hamed JENDOUBI is a member of the Pôle Langues at Panthéon-Assas
University, where he teaches Legal English. He has a PhD in American
History -his doctoral dissertation focused on the use of presidential
signing statements by the George W. Bush Administration- and his
research revolves around the American presidency and the American
Constitution. This conference will focus on the aftermath of the recent 
Dobbs v. Jackson Women’s Health Organization  Supreme Court decision
that overturned the Roe and Casey precedents and sent the subject of

abortion back to the states. Both the constitutional reasoning behind the decision and its legal
and practical consequences will be discussed.


